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New U.S. initiative
on arms is unlikely

By Charles W. Corddry
Washington Bureau of The Sun

Washington — Despite pressure limited” numbers of such weapons in
from allies abroad and some Republi- Soviet Asia and get rid of US. air
can leaders at home, President Rea- craft that can carry nuclear weapons
gan is unlikely to make any new pro- from European bases. He said it is up.
posal on European missile limitations to the Soviets to make a proposal that
during the current round of negotia- takes into account Western security
tions with the Soviet Union in Geneva. concerns. -

Those advocating a quick initia-  That atill is the official position.
tive — notably including the newly But the administration appears to
elected West German government — have loosened it enough to let it ease
~ into a modified stance after the cur
Analysis - rest round in Geneva, if that was

judged wiser or unavoidable in light
have a chief purpose of making it of allies’ pressure. »
clear that Soviet intransigence, not State Department spokesman
American, will be responsible for any Romberg reaffirmed yesterday the
pew US. missile deployments in US. willingness to consider solutions
Western Europe this year. that meet the criteria of equal missile

The White House, however, is de- |imits, verifiability of adherence to
scribed by several government agreements, no counting of other
sources as being persuaded that there mﬁu-mm.. and
still is more mileage to be gained in France's) missiles and no ‘Soviet
negotiations with Moscow by sticking transfer of the threat to Asia by mov-
with the proposed “zero option.” ing its S$-20s there.

Under this option, the Soviets , i
would dismantle all their medium G,l.:,:‘yf,mm&,' Hetmet Kout

siles and winged cruise missiles in g5i4 he is looking for new U'S pro
Western Europe. ) ; als in the “near future.” I'tali:n lgo“.r
The Reagan administration, stilli eign Minister Emilio Colombo simi-
split at levels below the White House larly endorsed the zero option here
on how far to go in negotiations,|ast week but called for consideration
therefore is unlikely to yield to imme-| of “less radical formulas.” Italy has
diate pressures after weighing tactics agreed to accept cruise missiles.
for dealing with both Moscow and al- One official who resists any quick

lies. : :
iote § departure from the zero formula said
_ A number of officials in the agen- Washington recognizes that European
cies involved agreed on this point yes- |._qers “want to alter the political
terday, and the White House spokes-.climate.” ~Bui e contended that

man, Larry Speakes, essentially bore Washington “gets blank stares” whdn
it out. it asks what alternative positi
“1 dtin’thelook ¢‘°§e g. loal;al U.s."‘woulcxl‘ better strengthen our post-
proposal,” he sai ore US. nego-tion.” If one can be roposed, he
tiator Paul H. Nitze concludes “s0 be it.” P "‘!'
current round of talks at the end of  Officials here have been struck &
the month. .-~ what they consider an ironical -
Mr. Nitze told an international tion in Western Europe. In order fo
conference in Munich last month that bead off domestic political opposition
Soviet proposals — including one in to new missiles, especially in Wedt
December by Soviet leader Yuri V. Germany, the United States is beisg
Andropov that got much attention — urged to bring forth a compromise
were attempts to “sell us the same that would be some sort of interitn
sour wine in a slightly different bot- “zero-plus” option. In other words, ip-
tle.” stead of no missiles at all, the propos-
The Soviet aim remained, he said, al should be to deploy some. '
to keep out U.S. medium-range mis- The European view, though, is that
siles, retain a jurge AUMMEr'of SS-205 the public must, be convincingly
pointed at \ EW keep “un- sgoyn that Russias.obduracy left no
choilce. i

PAULH.NITZE -
‘ ... “the same sour wine”
. . P §

~
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/ Administration Considers Proposal
To Break Arms-Negotiation Deadlock
mg%ﬁa:o :g’:msog l:f%le‘;: deployment of fewer missiles on both sides. - opened the door for the possibility of an interim

ing a bro desi to break the. Adding to this pressure on the administration, : agreement while insisting that his zero-zero pro-
:ing pk%_sm Degotiati gil:‘l:. f{“;'@ Rﬁlﬂﬂm Committee Chairman | posal held the “moral high ground” of the arms-
oneadlocreducing intormediate: ( H.] e:-cy_( -IlL) said recently that “There | control debate. - » ,
clear weapons in Europe, ‘mwm"»_ s 0o pom; mb:_tunsmthe Soviets score a propagan- |  Asked at the daily White House brisfing about
House officials said yesterday. . : . ° m.""“p yt ing the first to move away from | this, presidential spokesman Larry Speakes re-
‘One Whits House -afficial 88K  Secretary of Diferes Goamo™ ' We peated that the European allies support the pres-
such a propoal caling fr an intr- who had vigorously opposed any compromis of| om0, f Aiminating intemedint-rango -
im ment allowi i S dodrie) sec -Ompromise weapons from Europe. i ,
[0 S5roccien. allowing both tides to e admieisiration's negotiation positon, said 8| “If ther are ideas that, wil help us to achieve
in Europe until they are banned gjon interviewncSe da; wtf::ttheuag%x:l lgt: o 1t goal, we would certainly consider them,”
there, might be placed before Pres- might consider an interim agreement if the Sovi,| 3 %, %8d: - - As the president has said, we
ident Reagan as early as next week. ets'x agreed to contine n agreeinent I the Sovi-| do not have a ‘take-it-or-leave it’ approach.”
| 4 X 1 ) egotiating a ban on all E »
A:nother said that it was “conceiv- U.S, and Soviet nuclear missiles in Europe. -
able” that the proposal, if approved| Administration officials also emphasized yes-
by Reagan, could be ready for sub-; terday that any interim agreement should be con-
mission to the Soviets before the |sidered only a step toward reaching that goal. =
current round of negotiations in Ge-| But there is disagreement within the adminis-
neva recesses March 28. tration over whether the Soviets would ‘respond
The officials stressed that because seriously to a new U.S. proposal.
details of such a proposal have yetto  One administration official said that, whatever
be worked out presidential consid. the US. proposal contains, “the Soviets are likely
eration of it could be delayed until to rejectit” . - » -'
after the Geneva talks recess. Another official said he believed the. Soviets
. But they said it is likely that a Would negotiate seriously, but only after deploy-
new US. proposal -will be made ment of the first U.S. missiles in West Germany.
eventually. Faced with calls from _However, the officials acknowledged that even S
foreign teaders and US. politicians : the friendly Kohl government would find it po-
for an interim agreement, the Hea-| litically dnfﬁqult to begin deployment if the Unit-
gan administration is anxious to de- | ® S::? falle(_iﬁto dter(x‘::nstmte flexibility in its
mons! t it is willing to negouaung position at Geneva. i
e e et to "8%-| "By declaring a willingness to be flexible, the
with the Soviets. -~ . +Reagan administration had hoped to force the
™ Reagan’s original “zero-zero” plan,) Soviets tGoe make the first promising counterpro-
which the Soviets have rejected, Pt
would require the Soviets to disman- campaign ll)lgth Korl:lce ;;d his So:;ma D:x:ocr:lgx; - e
deed their arsenal qu more istshilan g opponent: Hans-Jochen Vogel, suggested that Weinberger no longer opposes negotiating compromise
medium g mer misis o i ricad ke .o prop e
for U.S. agreement not to deploy 572 "——————-" " o L
Pershing II and Cruise missiles in After Kohlg decisive victory, U.S. officials ac-
five European countries, beginning knowledged, his call for a US. proposal of an in-
December in West Germany,: ~  terim agreement at Geneva created a perception
West German Chancellor Helmut: iP Europe_ that such a plan would be forthcoming.
Kohl and Italian Foreign Minister Administration -officials said yesterday, howev-
Emilio Colombo, while approving P that a new U.S. proposal would not rule out
the Reagan administration’s 8081»! deployment of Pershing II missiles, which could
have urged the United States to, strike the Soviet Union from West German bases
make the first move toward trying to. m‘i\d‘ more rapidly tl'ian cotlx;d Cnin:le missiles.P
. interim agreeme r ny new proposal would include some Per-
achieve an interim nt fo shings among the reduced number of U.S. missiles
to be deployed in Europe under an interim agree-
ment, the officials said.
On the record yesterday, the White House
would only reiterate what Reagan said in a Feb.
24 spe_ec!x to the American Legion, in which he
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